
V Cert in Child                     
Development and Care 

Early Years 
Progression Map 

 
This progression map details many of the          

qualifications available within this sector but is 
just a taster of what we have to offer. 

Level 2 Certificate in 

Working with Children in 

Early Years and Primary 

settings 

Level 1 Award /               
Certificate / Diploma in 
Caring for Children 

Level 1 Award in an             
Introduction to Early Years 
Settings 

P 

Level 2 Certificate in an 
Introduction to Early Years 
Education and Care 

Level 3 Award in          
Paediatric First Aid 

Level 3 Award in           
Childcare and Education 

Technical Level 3              
Certificate in Childcare 
and Education 

Level 3 Certificate in  
Childcare and Education 

Level 3 Award in Preparing 
to work in Home Based 
Childcare 

Level 3 Certificate in      
Preparing to Work in Early 
Years Education and Care 

Technical Level 3 Diploma                     
in Childcare and Education              
(Early Years Educator) 

Level 3 Diploma in Childcare             
and Education (Early Years Educator) 

Level 3 Diploma in Early Years           
Education and Care (Early Years        
Educator) 

Technical Level 3 Diploma                          
in  Early Years Education and              
Care (Early Years Educator) 

U 

U 

U P U P L 

U P L 

U L 

U L 

Level 3 Diploma  for the                      
Early Years Workforce (Early              
Years Educator) 

Level 3 Diploma for                             
Residential Childcare (England) 

Level 3 Diploma for Holistic                   
Baby and Child Care (Early Years      
Educator) 

Level 3 Diploma in Montessori             
Pedagogy - Birth to Seven (Early      
Years Educator) 

U L A 

L 

L A 

L 

Level 4 Certificate for 
the Early Years          
Advanced Practitioner 

Level 4 Diploma in          
Montessori Pedagogy - 
Birth to Seven (Early Years 
Educator) 

Level 4 Diploma in Steiner 
Waldorf Early Childhood 
Studies (Early Years Educator) 

W 

W 

W 

Workforce Options Include: 
Leadership in Montessori 
Setting 

Workforce Options Include: 
- Group Leader in Steiner        
Waldorf Early Years Setting 

Workforce Options Include: 
- Registered Residential Childcare Manager, Deputy 
and Assistant Manager 
- Deputy and Assistant Manager in other Adult or 
Children and Young People’s Social Care Settings  

W 

H 

Level 3 Award and Extended         
Award in Higher Level Studies 

U 

Workforce Options Include: 
- Early Years Educator across the  
Early Years Workforce for Nurseries, 
Pre-School and Reception Class in 
Schools 

Workforce Options Include: 
- SENCO (Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator) 
- PANCo (Physical Activity and        
Nutrition Coordinator) 
- Mentor / Coach Management 
Roles 

W 

Level 5 Diploma in Leadership for Health 
and Social Care and Children and Young 
People’s Services (England) (Children and 
Young People’s Residential Management) 

Level 5 Diploma in Steiner 
Waldorf Early Childhood 
Studies - Leadership and 
Management 

Workforce Options Include: 
Steiner Waldorf Early Years 
Leader, Mentor and Manager 

W 

Level 5 Diploma in Leadership 
and Management for               
Residential Childcare 
(England) 

Workforce Options Include: 
Steiner Waldorf Early Years 
Leader, Mentor and Manager 

W 

A - Apprenticeship 

L - Licence to Practice 

P - Performance Points 

U - UCAS Points 

H  - Higher Education 

W - Workforce Options 

 A - Learning and Skills Offer 


