RESOURCES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

18th September, 2008

PRESENT – Councillor Haszeldine (in the Chair); Councillors Burton, Coultas, Lewis, Maddison, Richmond and Walker.
(7)
  
APOLOGIES – Councillors Francis, Johnson, Swainston and Thistlethwaite
(4)
  
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE – Councillor Harker
(1)


OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE – David Hall, Assistant Director, Accounting Services and Local Taxation, within the Corporate Services Department. 

R22.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest reported at the meeting.

R23. 
MINUTES – Submitted - The Minutes (previously circulated) of meetings of this Scrutiny Committee held on 3rd and 28th July, 2008.

References were made to a joint meeting to be held with Stockton Borough Council to undertake some further work in relation to the Stockton and Darlington Partnership and it was suggested that a meeting be held with Members from this Council only in the interim.


RESOLVED – That the Minutes be approved as correct records.


R24.  WORK PROGRAMME 2008/08  - The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report (previously circulated) requesting that further consideration be given to this Scrutiny Committee’s work programme for the Municipal Year 2008/09.  

It was reported that a further meeting of the Project Management Task and Finish Review Group would be held in October, 2008, the terms of reference for the North Road Primary School sustainable build review would be set in November 2008, and that work would commence on the Access to Services review once all the areas of work to be investigated had been allocated.

Reference was also made to the possibility of this Scrutiny Committee receiving an update position on the Darlington Eastern Transport Corridor Project.  


RESOLVED – That the report be received.


R25.  FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT – BUDGET, COUNCIL TAX AND TREASURY MANAGEMENT – The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report (previously circulated) and gave a presentation on the Council’s budget processes, specifically in relation to the Budget, Council Tax and Treasury Management to assist Members in building a greater understanding of those subject areas.  Reference was made to the specific responsibility of this Scrutiny Committee to scrutinise Cabinet’s proposals in relation to the Council’s budget and to the key features of the Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rules; the process to be followed in setting the Council Tax; and the Council’s requirements in relation to the Treasury management function.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted and that the Assistant Director Accounting Services and Local Taxation be thanked for his presentation.
 

R26.  POLICY REVIEW - (1)  Review of Progress on Policy Review Items – (1) Project Management Task and Finish Review – The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report (previously circulated) updating Members on the work of the Project Management Task and Finish Review Group.  It was reported that Members had received information on the current status of all construction projects commissioned through the Building Design Services Division of the Community Services Department.  

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

(2)  Review Items Final Report Back – There were no items to report back.

(3)  Responses of the Executive to Reports of this Scrutiny Committee – There were no items to report back.

R27.  EXECUTIVE CALL-IN - (1)  Call-in items relating to Key Decisions of the Executive – There were no call-in items.

(2)  Other call-in Items Requested by Three Members – There were no call-in items.
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