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This newly created site, on the southeast edge of town
and situated next to a new housing estate, is designed
with both local people and wildlife in mind. It is the
ideal place in Darlington to enjoy an interesting
walk along footpaths and boardwalks through
wetlands and grasslands, or sit and relax
by one of 2 new ponds for a spot of fishing.

Newt

You may prefer to go for a bicycle ride
along the cycleway or walk up the
sculpture hill to enjoy views of
the reserve, the town or the
countryside beyond.

Rockwell Lnr

This is Darlington’s
largest and most popular
nature reserve. It has excellent uq;

accessforvisitorsincluding =

disabled access and a cycle
route, which helps this site

Kingfisher

;tf-“l," link the centre of town with
Meadow Brown w gl the wider countryside. Ten years ago

Butterfly this site was restored to its present form by

creating new meanders, pool features and new
habitat along this stretch of the River Skerne.

Today the site is the most likely place to see the rare
and highly endangered Water Vole, along with healthy
fish populations, Kingfisher and even a chance of seeing the recent
return of the Otter to Darlington.
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LNR
~ How many things can you
‘& fitinto just one day?

L2 Orchids in the meadow at The Whinnies LNR
: Water Voles in the river at Rockwell LNR

A visit to Drinkfield is a must
for any countryside or nature lover. Some
of its best features include a living willow
pier, to give you a ducks eye view of the lake, a
dipping platform and artworks, such as the
stone wall with a wooden top, designed
with spaces inside for animals to live.

There’s also extensive reedbeds, /AP C Newts in the ponds at Brinkburn LNR Six Spot
which are home to wintering Swans on the lake at Drinkfield LNR glurnet

Bittern and breeding Reed

Warblers. Dragonflies by the ponds at Brankin moor

Deer in the glades of Geneva Wood LNR!

Drinkfield showcases some of the
possibilities for wilder areas in an
urban area. Itis a mosaic of industry,
housing, transport and education, all sitting hand in
hand with a highly biodiverse green space
and nearby recycling centre.
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Sand Martin

All our Green Spaces are right
on your doorstep

Take a tour with us through some of the highlights.

o The Whinnies Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is home

to a variety of unusual orchids and butterflies, with water
voles near to the pond. It is also a wonderfully diverse site of
grassland, woodland and wetland. Activities you can enjoy
include pond dipping, kite flying, walking and cycling.

Linking people to spaces:

The Key to Darlington’s Greenspace

The map shows different shades and textures
of green. This is how we illustrate the different
nature of green spaces in and around Darlington.
The more wildlife friendly or biodiverse an area,
the more textured and richly coloured that area
appears on the map, for example West Park a site

of rich variety and therefore shown as
Dark Green.

@ Drinkiield Marsh LNR is a distinctive area which
links a series of weirs leading to an established
lake, home to many over wintering birds. This is a
wonderful place to look for signs of water voles, and
there is a healthy population living here.

6 Brinkburn LNR is a small site dominated by
a pond and wet woodland. It is an ideal starting
place for a visit to the nearby LNR’s of Drinkfield

Marsh, Brinkburn as well as the popular
West Park.

e Brankin Moor LNR is

another small site with a
woodland rich in orchids and
other woodland plants. A
must for a spring visit!

e Geneva Wood LNR is

another small woodland site
where you can explore and look
for signs of deer.

G Rockwell LNR is one of our

most important Green Spaces as it is in
the heart of the town and yet it is a fantastic place
for exploring wildlife and enjoying footpaths through

In this way we can demonstrate the many "y 5 : grasslands and wetlands.
»

types of interesting ‘Green’ areas around
our town. These areas are also rich in a
wide variety of wildlife from orchids at
The Whinnies to dragonflies at Brankin
Moor.

0 Maidendale Fishing & Nature Reserve

LNR is a very popular fishing resource
so has something for everyone including
wetlands, grasslands, spring flowers and

These wildlife rich sites are also great it 1s great to cycle along the Greenway.

places for recreation, kite flying, cycling or
simply just sitting and enjoying bird song
and the wind through the trees.

6 West Park LNR is a special site with

its chalk grassland - here you will find specialist plants such
as birds foot trefoil and other chalk loving species.

You can connect with nature right here on your
own doorstep. Look again at the map and plan

a visit or two to your own rich wildlife heritage in
Darlington’s Green Spaces.

There is so much more in Darlington including
Community Woodlands on the edge of town, making
them great destinations for cycling! Darlington’s
Green Spaces provide a rich resource of diversity for
people to enjoy and wildlife to flourish.

Dingy Skipper
Butterfly
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