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Rockwell

Nature Reserve
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Urhan Green/Distance: 1,3 miles (2. 1k Grade: easy Time: allow 1 haur

Explore a 22 9

neclare, local nature
rEServe, an an easy o
nawigete, circular route.
Despite its urban
location, it i= a refuce
for wildlfe, including the @9
endangered water vole.
The River Skerne, restorza in 1978 with
naw meanders, lies 2l the hearl of the
reserve. Tha site i= accessihle to d sabled
users ana has informal stone seats at 3
regular intervals alang the route.

Recommended route:

Start frone Hutton dverue footbridge

and head dowrstream along the fairly e
straight wide tarmac path on the nerth

side af the river. Contirue n a westarly
direction noticing the Rivar Skerne on

your left end Lke waler

fratures created during the restoration.
These irclude a riffle. [easy to hear),

and side groyr!e[. on tna rivarbank for
vagalalion Lo colonise. @

0 Abeut 330 yards (300m) frem the start

nolice wildllowsr mezdows

within the meanders and hackwater
areas, branching from the river itself,
farming wildlife shelte-s,

Follow the Countryside Code -

always close

Alter 5580 vards [500im] the path
cantinues to gantly kend to the eft,
towards an arca of habitat with trocs
anc ponds an the right, farmerly known
as Rocawell Paslures, nome lo

mrany dragontlias.

Apprex 110 yarde [TEQm) further you
near a small, ornate oridgs with 3
chimrey, "epresenting Darlingtan's
raiavay heritage. In the distance also
see the Ristoric main rail line Bridoe,
known as the Five Arch Bridge. Cross
a small footbridge to the left and take
3 left after crossing he bridge. H=2ad
gast on the sauth side of the river on a
sealen concrete surface foelpath.

For the next 220 yards [200m] the path
bends left and right: rotice widflower
arezs on oath sides of the feotpath,
Conlinue or, past 2 wid uncul area
marnaged for water voles,

& shert length of footpath lzading 1o
your left provces seating ard a v ew of
Lhe river

For tne last 330-440 yards [300-400m]
ke path passes the last of the re-
nstated meanders and leads hack to
the footbridge starting point,

previding some of the best anc most
requent views of water voles anywhere
n Uarlington.

gates!

www s sitdarington com

Five Arch

5t Andrew’s

Church
Darlington b»
Railway ¢
Centre & &
Museum H

Footbridye

@LL&
From Darlington lown centre, foliow the B627% towards
Haughton Vilage and the Ad4 for about 1 mile. Aftar trafic
lights take the next left intc Salters Lene South [St Andrew’s
Church = an your left). Take the second left inle Salters
Avenue, proceed uncil you reach the track on your il whic
leads Lo the start peint at Hutton Avanue Fectbridge

Map Key
How to get there:

9 Start & finish: Hutton Avenue Foctbridge, off Riverside Wey
Parking:

« Public Transport:

Limited r:nadsuje per4 ng olf nearby Riverside Way

Punlic transport information 0871 200 2233 [calls cost 1 U|:| FEr
minute plus network extras] www.traveline.info Text 84268

& Places of interest: a Five Arch Bridye

o 5t Andraw’s Church, Haughlon Village
2 Darlington Railway Centre & Museum, tel 01325 460532

o Refreshments: Pubs, shops and tekeaways in Haughlon Village

B Toilets:

Pubs in Hzughton Village

*

Wwildlife on the River Skerne
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