
Marriage Ceremony Choices Form – Backhouse Hall
Revised November 2011
The purpose of this form is to provide us with some information about:

· Yourselves

· Other people involved in your ceremony

· The type of ceremony you would like.

Please return this form to in advance of the wedding us either in person, via email, or by post. Any changes you wish to make to the format of your ceremony can be accommodated on the day and you should bring these to the attention of the Registrar.

Our contact details are:

P: The Register Office, Backhouse Hall, Bull Wynd, Darlington, DL1 5RG

E: registeroffice@darlington.gov.uk
T: (01325) 346 604 F: (013250 346 898

Ceremony Details

	Groom’s Full Name
	

	Grooms Preferred Name

Eg. If using a middle name or shortened name eg. Christopher/Chris.
	

	Bride’s Full Name
	

	Brides Preferred Name

Eg. If using a middle name or shortened name eg.Gillian/Gill.
	

	Date of Ceremony
	

	Time of Ceremony
	

	Ceremony Room 

Pease Suite - 80 max

Stephenson Suite – 40 Max
	

	No. of Expected Guests
	


Ceremony Content and Format

	
	
	Your Choice 

	Entrance of the Bride
	Bride and Groom entering together

Bride entering separately escorted by 

(name) ……………………………..


	

	Number of Bridesmaids
	
	

	Name(s) of Best Man/Men
	
	

	Name of person passing rings

(if different from Best Man)
	
	

	Names of Witnesses

(2 minimum, 4 maximum)
	1.
2.

3.

4.
	

	Readings during Ceremony

(subject to approval of content)
	Number of readings and names of persons reading:

	

	Music

(subject to approval)
	We will be bringing our own music

We will be using your music
	

	Photographs
	Do you have an appointed photographer? - Yes or No
	

	Video by 
	Will someone be recording the ceremony?

Yes or No
	

	Vows – Declaratory/Contractual

(see below)
	
	

	Extra Vows (optional)

(see below)
	Groom

Bride
	

	Any additional information you wish to tell us ?


	
	


Readings
A Wedding is such a special occasion, having all of your family and friends gathered together and in a venue to match the occasion, a real treat for everyone.

Having Readings is a really easy and effective way to make the ceremony longer, more personal and include other people during the ceremony. 

You can have one or two readings. 

Any guest, friend or family member can perform the reading, or even the Bride or Groom. A group of guests could also perform a reading between them.

The Registrar will reassure the reader on the day and advise of when and where to perform the reading.

The content of readings can be anything, romantic or funny, extracts from songs and personalised to your requirements. The only legal requirement is that they are not of a religious content eg. extracts from a bible or celebrating religious beliefs. Readings that include words such as angels and heaven are fine but if you are in any doubt, ask the Registrar at your pre wedding meeting.

More readings are available in the Register Office or on our website.

Contracting and Declaratory Vows

You must pick from one of the following options. Please do not worry about saying or remembering any of the words. The Registrar will ask you to repeat them slowly a few words at a time.

Option A

Declaratory Words
“I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I ……….. may not be joined in matrimony to …………. ”

Contractual Words

“I call upon these persons, here present, to witness that I





…………….. do take thee …………… to be my 





lawful wedded husband/wife”

Option B

Declaratory Words

“I declare that I know, of no legal reason, why I ……….





may not be joined in marriage, to …………………”

Contracting Words

“I ………… take you ……………. to be my lawful




wedded husband/wife.”

Option C

Declaratory Words

by replying “I do” to the question





“Are you ……….. free lawfully to marry ………. ?”

Contracting Words
Do you ………. Take ……….. to be your lawful wedded husband/wife.” Reply “I do”.
Optional Extra Vows

You may decide to say additional vows to each other as part of the contractual vows i.e. 

usually during the giving of rings. You may choose to say the same or different vows to each other, or you can write your own (provided they have no religious content)

Our current options are:

Option A

And I promise to care for you with love and friendship, to support and comfort you through good times and through troubled times. I promise to care for you with love and patience, to respect and cherish you, and to be faithful always. These promises I make to you for the rest of my life.

Option B

When you are weak I shall strengthen you; when you are sad, I shall comfort you, and 

when you need me, I will be there. In happiness I will laugh with you. And in our life together, I will be forever faithful. I give you this ring as a token of my enduring love.

With my heart I pledge to you, all that I am and all that I will become. With this ring I marry you and join my life to yours.

Option C

I promise to give you my love and friendship, to be there for you when you need me most, to laugh and cry with you, to trust and confide in you. I promise to give you my comfort, support and respect, to share all I have with you, and to be faithful always.

These promises I make to you, for the rest of my life.

Option D

I promise to love and care for you, and to be faithful to you always. May we look to our future together with hope, happiness and joy. May we remember this day, keeping it perfect in our hearts, forever.

Option E

Secure in the knowledge that you will be a constant friend, my faithful partner in life and my one true love. Today I give to you, in the presence of these witnesses, my promise to support you, through the good times and the bad. I promise to love you without reservation, comfort you in times of distress, encourage you to achieve your aims, always be open and honest with you, and cherish you as long as we both shall live.

Option F – own vows (subject to approval by the Superintendent Registrar)

