
CYPP video and poster 
Over the past couple of months, we have been 
working with a film maker and artist to create a video 
and poster to drive forward the CYPP plan. Young 
people have been involved throughout to create 
both pieces, with some starring in the video and 
others doing voice overs. The video and poster will 
go live soon to support areas of change identified by 
Darlington young people. 
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Darlington Youth Participation

Children in Care council groups
Care Leavers Forum 16+ years - Once a month, 
4-5pm at Pease House. Please email  
Faye.marsh@darlington.gov.uk for dates. 

Still Our Life 12-16 years – Once a month on a 
Thursday, 4-5pm at the YMCA.  

Our Life 5-12 years – Once a month on a Thursday, 
4-5pm at the YMCA. 

Girls’ group
The aim of the sessions is to provide a safe space for 
girls, aged 16+, to meet and talk about any concerns 
and do some crafts. 

The group is due to restart on Tuesday 8 October. 
Please email Evie.burford@darlington.gov.uk for more 
information. 

Lego group
The Lego group has restarted following the Summer 
holidays. The young people are flying and have nearly 
completed the 6,000+ Lego piece build!



Safe Space provision  
The Safe Space project is due to come to an end on 
Thursday 31 October. Over the last few months, we 
have been busy providing interventions and activities 
such as, online safety, bushcraft, a visit to Raby Castle/
High Force, teenage first aid, ECO BBQ, sexual health 
and a visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park. In the coming 
weeks, we have plans to deliver a session on drugs and 
alcohol, along with supporting Care Leavers Week by 
planting some trees. We are also running a Safe Space 
Connection event to showcase other youth provision 
across Darlington. 

Mind Of My Own
We continue to promote and drive forward the use of 
MOMO amongst the various teams. Plans of promotion 
include, MOMO champions, mandatory ongoing 
training, attending social worker and foster carers 
meetings. 

Increasing our digital offer  
We have recently been awarded some preloaded 
SIM cards from the Good Things Foundation to 
support with the digital divide that our young people 
are experiencing. If a young person is subject to 
digital deprivation, they can be gifted a SIM card with 
unlimited calls, texts and 40GB of data each month. 
We hope this will support our young people to keep in 
contact with us, support them in accessing provisions 
and other daily life activities they might need to do.



Staff interviews
The young people continue to be busy delivering a 
youth panel. The latest interviews they have completed 
include the manager for the Leaving Care service and 
Service Manager within the Fostering and Resources 
team.

Participation strategy 
Over the last couple of months, we have put together a 
draft Participation Strategy. This is to lay out the actions 
to be completed over the next four years to ensure that 
young people of all backgrounds and ages are being 
listened to and these statements are being acted upon 
effectively and efficiently.

Member of Youth Parliament  
Since our Member of Youth Parliament, Stephen 
Adenuga, has been elected, him and the Youth 
Cabinet have been working hard on different 
projects and consulting with a variety of decision 
makers. The cabinet have been collecting surveys 
to find out more about why ‘Health & Wellbeing’ was 
the top voted issue for young people in Darlington 
in the recent Mark Your Mark vote. They have 
also been meeting with various MPs and different 
decision makers within the council to talk about 
changes they would like made around issues such 
as climate change, education and transport. If you 
would like to speak to the Youth Cabinet or support 
in some of their action areas, please contact Evie 
Burford – evie.burford@darlington.gov.uk.

 

For information on anything above or in relation to 
youth participation please contact  
Jamie.wassell@darlington.gov.uk or 
evie.burford@darlington.gov.uk 

Alton Towers 
We were successful in our bid for 50 tickets for 
Alton Towers with Merlin’s Magic Wand charity, and 
on Thursday 29 August, we took a bus of 47 young 
people to enjoy the theme park.   
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