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Introduction

Other information

Children’s Services aim to provide a range of services for
young people leaving care in order to help them to make
positive moves into independence.

Young people leaving care are entitled to support up to and
beyond their 21st birthday. Plans that are made before they
leave care should ensure that they know where support is
available and where to go for it.

Who is the service for?
The service is open to all young people over 16 who have
been looked after by the local authority for 3 months or
more since their 14th birthday.

Referral procedure
The Leaving Care Team accepts referrals for young people
as they approach their 16th birthday to begin planning for
them to move from being looked after towards
independence.
The young person’s social worker must send a completed
referral form to the Leaving Care Team Manager. To find
out whether a young person meets the criteria for the
service, please contact the team on 01325 346825.

The team encourages young people to use the service as a
source of support, but we will tailor our support packages to
meet the young person’s wishes and needs.
Financial help for young people will be negotiated with the
social worker and will be based on the young person’s
needs. This may include help with travel costs to work or
college, the purchase of equipment for college courses and
furnishing and equipping the young person’s home.
The young person’s pathway plan will continue to be
reviewed until their 21st birthday.

Standards of service provided
to the young person

• An assessment of need (with the young person and the
social worker)

Children’s Social Care has a special responsibility to young
people who are in care or who have left care. The council
must give young people the responsible and consistent care
they deserve whilst they move from being “looked after” to
independence and adulthood, ensuring they do not become
isolated and enabling them to participate socially and
economically as citizens.

• A Personal Adviser (under the Children Leaving Care Act
2000 provisions)

Leaving Care Services must always be focused on the
needs of the individual child or young person

• The development of a pathway plan

Darlington Leaving Care Services will recognise and reflect
the key principles of the United Nations convention on the
rights of the child, the Children Act 1989 and the Children
(Leaving Care) Act 2000 and any regulations and guidance.

What can the team offer?
The Leaving Care Team can offer:
1. For care leavers

• Individual programmes
• Group work
• Social events

Young people are encouraged and enabled to take an
active role in all assessments, planning, reviews and
decision making arrangements for leaving care.
Leaving Care Services enable all young people to obtain the
information they need to make informed choices for their
future.

The Leaving Care Team will respect individuals and take
account of their different backgrounds, experiences, culture,
religion, gender, sexual orientation and circumstances.
We also expect that young people who use the service
will behave in a similar way towards staff and other young
people.
All young people involved with the Leaving Care Team will
have a case file. Young people will be able to access
information from their file, with the support of their personal
adviser, except where an outside agency restricts access.

Keeping information confidential
Any information that you give to us will be treated as
confidential. Sometimes information needs to be shared
with other agencies so that help with your individual
circumstances can be provided. We will ask your
permission when doing this except in certain cases as
specified in law.

Feeding back comments
on services
All young people who use the service will be made aware
of the Children’s Services compliments, comments,
suggestions and complaints procedure, see leaflet
“Something to Say?”

