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possibilities...
We would love to
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Improving the setting
of landmarks
The study area has an abundance of
historic and natural features which are
intrinsically tied to the story of Darlington
and its growth as a railway pioneer.

The historic fabric and form of Northgate
Conservation Area and its surroundings are in
a state of deterioration.

Masterplan study area
50

Northgate Conservation area
Landmarks
40

Retention of historical built form should
be prioritised, evaluating opportunities
for enhancement, repurposing and better
integration.

Key views

Improving the environment along the length
of Northgate is a long term ambition.

50m AOD contour line
4

40m AOD contour line
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Opportunities to improve the setting of
features also include:

Rail line

3

Watercourses

50

the space around the Skerne Bridge,
a Scheduled Monument and important
landmark.

•

5

the setting of the Railway Tavern and
Westbrook green space located along
Northgate at a mid-point between the
town centre and the Head of Steam
museum.

•

the setting of the Georgian terraces at
143-163 Northgate.

•

Buildings that detract from the historical
character highlight opportunities for improving
their aesthetic appearance or replacing with
new design which responds appropriately to
historical form.
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Cocker Beck

•

Enhancement of existing
historic fabric & form
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Skerne Bridge (SM)

2

Railway viaduct (LB II)
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Goods Shed (LB II*)
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North Road Rail Station (LB II*)
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Westbrook Villas
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The Railway Tavern pub
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Bandstand (LB II)
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143-163 Northgate

9

Bridge (LB II)
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United Reformed Church (LB II)

11

Central School Annex (LB II*)

12

Edward Pease’s House (LB II)

13

Central School (LB II)

14

Northgate House

15

North Lodge (LB II)
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the riverside environment of the river
Skerne and Cocker beck.
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Remnant historical built form on Garden
Street

There are opportunities at Weir St and oﬀ
John St to build upon the historical fabric of
former alleyways, retaining the blue scoria
bricks and enhancing the character of the built
form.

Retail extensions along Northgate detract from the
grandeur of the Georgian terraces behind

Run-down built form on Oxford Street
40

Former alleyways, paved in pale blue scoria brick and
sandstone are an important part of local character
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Creation of walking and cycling routes
with improved access to the Skerne
There is little opportunity for pedestrians and
cyclists to engage with the setting of the river
and the beck. Presently, there are riverside
routes to the north and south of the study area
but these are not joined up.
Prioritising the delivery of a pedestrianfriendly route, connecting the town centre to
Northgate & the Railway Heritage Quarter
will improve access into the area, oﬀer health
and well-being benefits and bring a unique
and vibrant natural aspect to the existing
Northgate character.

Strengthening Darlington’s
green & blue infrastructure
network
2

STOCKTON &
DARLINGTON
RAILWAY

The riverside setting presents an opportunity
to create riverside development with views of
the river which can be enjoyed via a network
of high quality and well-located footpaths.
There are also opportunities to create
alternative green routes through the study
area, for example, incorporating better access
from Northgate into North Lodge Park.
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NORTHGATE
COMMUNITY
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ROCKWELL LOCAL NATURE
RESERVE

2

SKERNE BRIDGE NATURE RESERVE
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THE DENES

4

WESTBROOK GREEN SPACE
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NORTH LODGE PARK

6

RIVERSIDE PARK

7

VICTORIA EMBANKMENT
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SOUTH PARK

community garden
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There is an established network of green
and blue infrastructure in Darlington,
comprising the Denes, Local Nature Reserves
to the north, North Lodge Park, Victoria
Embankment and South Park, amongst many
others.
There are opportunities for Northgate to
strengthen the existing network, connecting
Riverside Park in the town centre to Skerne
Bridge & Rockwell Local Nature Reserves in
the north, and the Denes in the west.
A stronger network oﬀers greater resilience to
climate change including minimising flood risk,
increasing the capture and storage of carbon
and reducing temperatures.
Joining up habitats will also strengthen the
ecological network - providing corridors for
wildlife, opportunities to improve water quality
and enabling the introduction of pollinating
species for insects.
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Improving gateways
and node spaces
The masterplan considers the development
of new gathering spaces (or nodes)
and entrances (or gateways) in order to
improve the environment for the local
community and encourage visitors into the
area.

Masterplan study area
Northgate conservation area
Node spaces
Gateway

Secondary access

Possibilities include:

Barrier to access

2

Public rights of way

A key gateway from the town centre
along the river Skerne - a new entrance
into the Skerne valley.

P

Low quality architecture
Vacant units
Rail line

•

•

A key entrance and junction around the
Skerne bridge which connects people to
the Head of Steam museum.
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Watercourses
P
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The creation of a new large scale
gathering space the junction of the
Cocker beck with the river Skerne.

These locations oﬀer significant promise
in terms of opening up areas of natural
character which will add interest to the built
character and create destinations points
along a journey.

Reducing the prominence of the car is a
priority for the Northgate masterplan. A long
term ambition along Northgate is to improve
the pedestrian and cycling environment but
this will take time.

Primary access
1

•

Rationalisation of car
parking

Destinations:
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Parking areas
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1

Head of Steam Railway Museum

2

North Road Train Station

3

Darlington Gym

4

Odeon Cinema

5

Northgate United Reform Church

6

North Lodge Park

7

Jamia Mosque & Islamic Society
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CONNECTING
NORTHGATE: key objectives

There will be opportunities for increasing
pavement widths and crossing points in
targeted areas, and introducing planting
which will soften the urban environment and
combat pollution.
The over abundance of surface level car
parking areas, particularly in the south of the
study area, presents significant development
potential.

The project is all about
Connecting Northgate:
• Connecting the town
centre with the Head of
Steam museum and Rail
Heritage Quarter.
• Improving connectivity for
pedestrians & cyclists.
• Opening up access to the
riverside environment.
• Strengthening Darlington’s
green space network.
Improving connections
will bring benefits to
the environment, local
economy and the health
and well-being of the local
community.

The following sketches have
been developed to illustrate
a potential design response
to the key objectives for the
masterplan.

Weir Street

Re-imagining Garden Street
and Weir Street
Garden Street

Together they communicate
a vision for Northgate which:

Garden Street

• celebrates its historic
character.
• enhances local
distinctiveness.
• improves access for all.
• encourages interaction
with nature.
Weir Street

• benefits the local
community.
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 Pedestrian priority, with pavement width
occupying the available space.
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 Architectural vernacular strongly
associated with Victorian housing.

 Retention of the existing blue
scoria brick surfacing to aid local
distinctiveness.

 Front gardens defined by low walls
with railings.

 Pitched roofs to industrial warehouses.

 Reduced vehicular speeds and on
street parking.

Edward Pease house

 Reduction of on-street parking.

 Tree planting with sustainable
drainage.

 Creative use of lighting.
 Revival of Edward Pease house with
rear visitor entrance, new public realm
and community garden.

 Mixed-use businesses with potential
for creative industries, food & drink and
residential.

Improving the entrance
to the Skerne valley

 A potential key gateway is the
proposed entrance to the Skerne
valley from the town centre
across Russell Street.

 Better access to be provided by
a riverside linear park with an
emphasis on creating an attractive
walking and cycling route.
 Adjacent development to front onto
the park to animate the space.

A new destination space for
Northgate at the Cocker beck
Cocker beck

 The existing amenity space at
Westbrook has the potential to
be enhanced and extended to
increase its contribution to the
public realm.

 Improvements could incorporate
better public access to the water
whilst also ensuring a balance
with managing biodiversity.

Progress Way

Weir Street
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River Skerne

River Skerne

Imagining the possibilities for historic
form and fabric along Northgate
 The survival of historic fabric and form is
key to retaining the character of the existing
built form and restoring character within the
Northgate Conservation Area.
 Options for adapting the existing fabric to
develop proposals for change should be
explored.
 For example, the removal of alterations
such as retail extensions become
opportunities to restore character
whilst adding value to the public realm
environment.
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