
Governor Training Programme  
2022 - 2023 

We are delighted to provide governors in Darlington with our new comprehensive training programme.  Each term our programme 
includes a briefng for all governors and training on Ofsted inspections, induction for new governors and keeping children safe in 
education, as well as new courses.  All our training is ofered with the choice of attending from 1.00 to 2.30pm or 6.00 to 7.30pm on 
the same date unless otherwise stated.  All courses are available to governors from schools who have purchased our annual training 
programme.  If your school has not purchased our annual training programme, courses can be accessed on a pay as you go basis at 
£72 per governor per course attended.  Please discuss with your school before booking. 

FREE: Governor Briefng 
The briefng is attended by Cllr. Jon Clark, Cabinet Member for 
Children and Young People and includes updates on local and 
national education and governance developments, the Local 
Authority papers for governing body meetings and governor 
training information.  There is also the opportunity for governors 
to share information and discuss topical issues afecting 
Darlington schools. 

Induction for new governors 
This comprehensive session is an excellent opportunity for 
newly appointed governors to develop an understanding of 
their role, how governing bodies work and aims to provide 
governors with knowledge, skills, and confdence. 

Preparing for Ofsted 
This essential course will help governors develop their 
understanding of the inspection process, what Ofsted requires 
of the school and governing body and the evidence on which 
inspectors base their judgements.  Governors will learn how to 
ask appropriate questions of the headteacher and senior staf, 
as part of their role in holding leaders to account. 

FREE: Keeping Children Safe in Education  
An opportunity to keep up to date with the latest guidance to 
understand the roles and responsibilities of all those involved in 
safeguarding.  Governors will be equipped with the necessary 
skills and knowledge to monitor the efectiveness and impact of 
safeguarding arrangements in school. 

Autumn 2022 

Tony Murphy FREE: Governor Briefng Wednesday 14th September, 6.00 to 7.30pm Assistant Director Education and Inclusion 

FREE and UPDATED: Keeping Tuesday 20th September, 1.00 to 2.30pm Joanna Conway 
Children Safe in Education Thursday 22nd September, 6.00 to 7.30pm  Education Safeguarding Ofcer 

Jane Edminson, Service Improvement Lead Induction for new governors Tuesday 4th October, 5.30 to 8.00pm  Newcastle City Council 

NEW: Holding to account; how to Barry PiercyThursday 10th Novemberquestion and challenge Governance Consultant 

Jane Edminson, Service Improvement Lead Preparing for Ofsted Wednesday 23rd November Newcastle City Council 

Tuesday 29th November, 1.00 to 2.30pm Joanna ConwayNEW: Prevent Thursday 1st December, 6.00 to 7.30pm Education Safeguarding Ofcer 

NEW: Holding to account; how to question and NEW: Prevent 
challenge The Prevent element of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 

2015 aims to stop people becoming terrorists or supportingOne of the key roles of the governing body is holding their 
terrorism and places a duty on schools to have due regard toschool leaders to account through efective challenge.  This 
the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism.new course will explore how governors can do this and the 
This course looks at how vulnerable people can be protected types of questions to ask. 
with interventions before any criminal acts take place, with a 
focus on the impact for schools and governing bodies. 



Spring 2023 

FREE: Governor Briefng Wednesday 11th January, 6.00 to 7.30pm Tony Murphy 
Assistant Director Education and Inclusion 

Induction for new governors Wednesday 25th January, 5.30 to 8.00pm Jane Edminson, Service Improvement Lead 
Newcastle City Council 

NEW: Striving for environmental 
sustainability in schools Wednesday 8th February Margaret Enstone 

Sustainability and Climate Change Lead Ofcer 

Preparing for Ofsted Wednesday 15th February Jane Edminson, Service Improvement Lead  
Newcastle City Council 

NEW: The principles of the school 
curriculum Wednesday 8th March   Debbie Patterson 

Curriculum and Standards Advisory Lead 

FREE: Keeping Children Safe in Tuesday 21st March, 1.00 to 2.30pm Joanna Conway 
Education Thursday 23rd March, 6.00 to 7.30pm Education Safeguarding Ofcer 

NEW: Striving for environmental sustainability in schools NEW: The principles of the school curriculum 
Governing bodies play a pivotal role in promoting This session will explore the principles of what constitutes a 
environmental sustainability.  This new course will look at what broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils and questions that 
schools can do to improve their use of energy and emissions governors will wish to ask school leadership teams about the 
within and around their buildings, and how this can be built principles and design of the school curriculum. 
into the curriculum to  engage and equip children and young 
people with the knowledge and skills to create a sustainable 
future. 

Summer 2023 

Induction for new governors 
inspection Tuesday 25th April, 5.30 to 8.00pm Jane Edminson, Service Improvement Lead 

Newcastle City Council 

FREE: Governor Briefng Wednesday 26th April, 6.00 to 7.30pm Tony Murphy 
Assistant Director Education and Inclusion 

NEW: RE Education and the role Wednesday 10th May, 1.00 to 2.00pm or Anne Davison 
of SACRE 6.00 to 7.00pm SEND Inclusion Advisor 

Preparing for Ofsted Wednesday 24th May Jane Edminson, Service Improvement Lead 
Newcastle City Council 

NEW: How to deal with complaints Tuesday 6th June, 1.00 to 2.30pm or 
Wednesday 7th June, 6.00 to 7.30pm 

Lucy Emerson, School and Governor Support  
Stockton Borough Council 

FREE: Keeping Children Safe in Tuesday 27th June, 1.00 to 2.30pm Joanna Conway 
Education Thursday 29th June, 6.00 to 7.30pm Education Safeguarding Ofcer 

NEW: RE education and the role of SACRE NEW: How to deal with complaints 
All schools and academies have statutory requirements related Every governing body should have several members with a 
to their delivery of both the teaching of RE and collective good understanding of the complaints policy to ensure that, if 
worship in  schools. This session explores governor’s needed, the process is as compliant and straight forward as 
responsibility, together with headteachers and the role of possible. This course looks at the statutory responsibilities and 
Standard Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE). best practice around complaints, aiming to improve governor 

confdence and efectiveness when dealing with complaints 
in school. 

Times Delivery and Venue Bookings 
All our training is ofered with the choice The termly briefng and training sessions If your school has not purchased our 
of attending from 1.00 to 2.30pm or 6.00 may be held in-person at the Town Hall annual training programme, courses can be 
to 7.30pm on the same date unless or virtually via Microsoft Teams.  Delivery accessed on a pay as you go basis at £72 
otherwise stated. arrangements may be subject to change per governor per course attended.  Please 

and will be confrmed ahead of each event. discuss with your school before booking. 

For more information and to book a place please contact governors@darlington.gov.uk 
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