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Inclusion Training for ECTs 

Autumn 2022 

Anne Davison– SEND and Inclusion Advisory 

Lead 
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SPECIAL 
EDUCATIO 
NAL NEEDS 

45-60 mins on SEN and 
Inclusion 

Short Break 

Half an hour on the 
Traveller Education and 
Advice Service. 
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In force from September 2014 – updated Jan 
2015 

‘ Every Teacher is a teacher of Special Needs’

Teachers, SENCo and school management all 
have legal responsibilities arising from this 

document. 

Legal Document for all Schools 

SEND 
CODE OF 
PRACTISE 
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SEN SUPPORT RESEARCH REVIEW 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-

educational-needs-sen-support-findings-from-a-qualitative-

study 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-sen-support-findings-from-a-qualitative-study
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SEND REVIEW: RIGHT 
SUPPORT, RIGHT 

PLACE, RIGHT TIME 

ANNE DAVISON – SEND AND INCLUSION ADVISORY LEAD 
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SEND REVIEW 

• https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-review-

division/send-review-2022/ 

• Likely that this will be a 2-3year process as elements are 

legislated for through parliament – there is no indication 

on timeline as yet. 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-review-division/send-review-2022/
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WHAT ARE THE HEADLINES? 

New NPQ for SENco Leadership 

National common standards for SEN Support in schools, Early Years and Further Education 

National Bandings and tariffs for top up funding 

Review and update the Code of Practise 

Inclusion Panels and Inclusion Plans for children with multi – agency needs but who do not require a plan. 

National EHC Template, including a portal where plans will be digital and all documents uploaded. 

League tables for performance will now include ‘contextual information’ to make it easier to see where 
schools are doing well for children with SEND. 
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INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS AT ITS HEART 

They want mainstream provision built on “early and accurate identification of needs,
high quality teaching of a knowledge rich curriculum and prompt access to targeted 
support”.

Proposed new national standards will set out “when needs can and should be met 
effectively in mainstream provision” and what support should be available.

School performance tables will also be updated to consider “contextual information” 
about a school alongside its results data. 

Rob Williams, (a policy adviser at the school leaders’ union NAHT), asks if the 
government was confident there was enough cash so bodies across health, social 
care and education “can fulfil their duties as part of this new inclusive system”.
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WHAT ELSE IS AT PLAY? 

• The Green Paper states that in 2019, only 22% of pupils with SEN met 

the expected standard in reading, writing and maths by the end of key 

stage 2. 

• The White Paper also recognises that the “mission for 90% of children 

to reach the expected standard by 2030” is pretty unreachable 

without significant changes in approach, especially given that in 2021, 

almost 16% of children had some kind of recorded SEND. 

• Many of these children will easily achieve that target, those with 

profound learning disabilities never will, and some who won’t may not 

have SEND, but improving early identification and a young age is 

definitely key. 
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"A child or young person has SEN 

if they have a learning difficulty or 

disability which calls for special 

educational provision to be made 

for him or her. " 
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A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning 

difficulty or disability if he or she: 

• has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of 

others of the same age 

• has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making 

use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same 

age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions 
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WHAT DO 

BY 
WE MEAN • Groups that are recognised at government level as 

having barriers to learning that impact significantly 

on their ability to progress and achieve. 

VULNERABL • Students with Special Educational Needs 

E • Students in receipt of the Pupil Premium Grant 

(FSM Ever 6) STUDENTS? 
• Looked After Children (LAC) 
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GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE 

• Children and Families Act 2014 – specifically the SEN Code of Practise (updated Jan 2015) 

• Pupil Premium – Conditions of Grant 2017-18 

• Equality Act 2010 

• Promoting the Education of Looked After Children – July 2014 

• Exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England - September 2017) 

• School admissions guidance 2014 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2018) 

• These are all statutory guidance documents, which means all schools, regardless of status must follow the 

principles and practise they outline. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630073/Exclusion_from_maintained_schools__academies_and_pupil_referral_units_guidance.pdf
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THE DARLINGTON CONTEXT 

• In our Local Authority the achievement gap between our most disadvantaged 

students and our more advantaged students is vast – in fact it is among the largest 

achievement gap in the country. 

• The students whose achievement is worst in our community is Pupil Premium boys 

with SEN. 

• 74% of all EHC Plans belong to boys 

• Darlington has nearly 800 children with an Education, health and care plan, and this is 

higher than the national average. 
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“High quality teaching, differentiated for 

individual pupils, is the first step in responding 

to pupils who have, or may have, SEND. 

Additional intervention and support cannot 

compensate for a lack of good quality teaching. 

Schools should regularly and carefully review 

the quality of teaching for all pupils, including 

those at risk of underachievement.” 6.37
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DARLINGTON SEN RANGES 

Range 1 - School based responses – Universal mainstream 
Range 2 – School based responses – Universal/Targeted mainstream 
Range 3 – School based responses – Targeted mainstream 
Range 4 – Targeted/Specialist either in mainstream or specialist additional 
resource 
Range 5 – Specialist Resource/ Special School 
Range 6 - Special School 
Range 7 – Highly Specialist Provision possibly 24 hours.  
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Code of Practise is very clear that the beginning of any educational support plan 
for a child starts with mainstream class teaching – and graduates from there as 
appropriate. 

All children have the right to be taught in an inclusive environment with their 
peers – this philosophy is enshrined in the Code of Practise, and parental choice 
to have their child taught in a mainstream school is similarly enshrined in law. 

Documents have been created to support schools, parents and other 
professionals in recognising their responsibility to provide high quality support for 
children and young people with SEN. 

This enables all professionals, teachers working at classroom and management 
level, parents, children and their families, to get a clearer idea of what can be 
expected. 

Middle Leaders and those with the responsibility to monitor the effectiveness of 
teaching and learning must have regard to the Code of Practise 
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4 AREAS OF NEED IN THE CODE 
OF PRACTISE 

• Communication and interaction 

• ASD 

• Speech, Language and Communication 

• Cognition and learning 

• Social, emotional and mental health 

• Sensory and/or physical needs. 
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• https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/darlington-special-

educational-needs-service/additional-information/information-for-

sencos/send-ranges/ 

https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/darlington-special-educational-needs-service/additional-information/information-for-sencos/send-ranges/
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Additional Funding for students with SEN 
does not start until range 4 – and the 
expectation is that it will be students in 
Range 4 and above who will have an EHC. 

All students with an EHC Plan in 
Darlington will be given funding that is 

FUNDING aligned with their Range. 

Students will be allocated funding 
according to their highest Range, but they 
may have needs in more than one Range. 
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• All children whose statement of special educational needs 

(SEN) or Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan names the 

school must be admitted. 

ADMISSIONS 
• Schools are first consulted when the parent chooses them , 

or the LA determines that they can meet a childs needs, but 

if they refuse to admit a child then the LA may decide to OF SEN 
name anyway, and the school must then admit the child. 

• Where the LA deems that a school can meet the needs of a 

child, and where parental preference is for the child to attend 

a school. 
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EXCLUSIONS GUIDANCE 

Published guidance in September 2017. 

There is a clear thread across all documents that 
schools should show how they have supported children 
and young people prior to them getting to a crisis point. 

You must provide evidence on how you have tried to 
support a child prior to exclusion. 
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Child with ASD who displayed violent 
and aggressive behaviours was 
permanently excluded from a school. 

His parents took the school to tribunal 
on a charge of disability discrimination. 

TRIBUNALS 
UPDATE They argued that his violence was a 

symptom of his dysregulation as a result 
of his disability ( in this case, autism.) 

The Tribunal ruled that the schools 
behaviour policy was discriminatory and 
the exclusion was over ruled. 



This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

Looked After 

Children 
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CHILD IN NEED 

• A child will be considered as a child in need when: 

• They are unlikely to achieve a reasonable standard of health or 

development, without the provision of appropriate services; 

• Their health or development are likely to be significantly impaired or 

further impaired without the provision of appropriate services; 

• They are disabled. 
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SECTION 17 CHILDREN ACT 1989 

Section 17 Children Act 1989 is not intended to be a route into the 
‘looked after’ system – if a Local Authority is providing 
accommodation under this section, the child will not be a ‘looked
after’ child under the meaning of section 22 of that Act (General 
duty of local authority in relation to children looked after by them). 

The power to provide accommodation under section 17 is usually 
used for children needing to be accommodated with their families. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/17
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SECTION 20 

Section 20 requires the Local 
Authority to provide 

accommodation for a child 
who requires accommodation 

where: 

there is no person who has 
Parental Responsibility for the 

child; (Voluntary PR stays 
with the parents) 

the child is lost or abandoned; 

the person who has been 
caring for the child is 

prevented (whether or not 
permanently and for whatever 
reason) from providing them 
with suitable accommodation 

or care; 

the child is over 16 and the 
Local Authority considers their 
welfare is likely to be seriously 

prejudiced without 
accommodation. 
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SECTION 31 

section 31 Children Act 1989 
makes a child subject to a care 

Order. 

This is mandated by the courts 
51% of PR is given to the childs 

Social Worker. 

To make a Care Order, the court 
must be satisfied that 

certain ‘threshold criteria‘ 
have been met: 

that the child concerned is 
suffering or is likely to 

suffer significant harm,AND 

the harm, or likelihood of harm is 
attributable to: 

• the care given to the child, or likely to be 
given to him, if the Order were not made, 
not being what it is reasonable to expect a 
parent to give; or 

• the child being beyond parental control. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/31
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where a child has been 
removed from the parents or 
carers under an Emergency 

Protection Order and is then 
potentially subject to an 

Interim Care Order and care 
proceedings; 

where a child has been 
removed from their home 
under a Child Assessment 

Order; 

where a child has been 
removed to suitable 

accommodation under police 
protection (section 46 
Children Act 1989); 

where a juvenile has 
been remanded in care and 

refused bail; and 

where a juvenile is subject to a 
Supervision Order which 

includes a provision that they 
reside in Local Authority 

accommodation. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/46
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SO WHEN 
ARE 

CHILDRE 
N 

‘LOOKED 
AFTER’?

• Being accommodated under section 20 

Children Act 1989 

• Being made the subject of a Care Order under 

section 31 Children Act 1989. 

• Calvin Kipling Virtual School Head for 

Darlington. 

• Sophie Newton Virtual School Education Officer 

• Gill Etherington Virtual School Education Officer 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/20
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• Complex trauma 

• Observed violence/ victims or perpetrators. 

• Dysfunctional relationships with parents and 
BARRIERS 

siblings 
TO 

• Lack of understanding of social relationships. 
LEARNIN 

• Expectation that adults will not stay in their G 
lives 

• Attachment issues 
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STUDENTS WITH SEN PRESENT 
WITH…

Difficulties with some 
or all school work 

Difficulties with 
reading, writing, 
number work or 
understanding 
information 

Difficulties in 
expressing themselves 
or understanding what 

others are saying 

Difficulty in making 
friends or relating to 

adults 

Difficulty in behaving 
properly in school 

Difficulty in organising 
themselves 

Some kind of sensory 
or physical need which 

may affect them in 
school 

A slow processing 
speed not able to 
manage information 
quickly or efficiently. 
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ADHD 

• Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is a group of behavioral 

symptoms that include inattentiveness, hyperactivity and impulsiveness. 

• This comes from a medical diagnosis, following a review by a GP, a referral to 

CAMHS is done, and they complete an assessment there. 

• ADHD is commonly medicated – these medications aren't a permanent cure for 

ADHD, but may help someone with the condition concentrate better, be less 

impulsive, feel calmer, and learn and practice new skills. 

• Young people who have ADHD are at an increased risk of alcohol or drug use, and 

are twice as likely to be involved in a car accident as young people the same age 

without ADHD 
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DYSLEXIA (SPLD) 

Dyslexia is a specific learning 
difficulty that can cause 
problems with reading, 

writing and spelling. 

Umbrella term that lies over 
dozens of different learning 

behaviors. 

Dyslexia affects the way 
information is processed, 
stored and retrieved, with 

problems of memory, speed of 
processing, time perception, 
organization and sequencing. 

Dyslexia is diagnosed through 
a specialist assessment. 

Students may not take in the 
meaning of what they are 

reading although they can read 
fairly swiftly and accurately. 

Students often know more 
than can be committed to 

paper. 
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AUTISM 

Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that affects how people perceive the world and interact 
with others. 

Autism is as a result of a medical diagnosis, currently completed through CAMHS. 

Difficulty communicating and forming relationships 

Difficulty in understanding social norms and rules 

Can present some issues with language and abstract concepts, e.g away with the fairies, feeling volcanic 
with rage. 

1 in 100 people are Autistic, diagnosis has increased over the last 2 decades. 

More likely to affect men than women. 
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PROCESSING DIFFICULTIES 

Processing disorders, like auditory processing disorder, visual processing disorder, 
and sensory processing disorder are caused by a deficiency in a person’s ability to
effectively use the information gathered by the senses. 

These are often diagnosed following referrals from schools, or as a result of a 
child's failure to meet developmental milestones in infancy. 

problems with the processes of recognizing and interpreting information taken in 
through the senses. 

The two most common areas of processing difficulty associated with learning 
disabilities are visual and auditory perception. 
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ATTACHMENT 

Most children with attachment disorders have had severe 
problems or difficulties in their early relationships.They may 
have been physically or emotionally abused or neglected. 

Some have experienced inadequate care in an 
institutional setting or other out of home placement. 
Examples of out of home placements include 
residential programs, foster care or children's homes. 
Others have had multiple traumatic losses or 
changes in their primary caregiver. 
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SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 

• A YP with speech, language and communication needs: 

• Might have speech that is difficult to understand 

• They might struggle to say words or sentences 

• They may not understand words that are being used, or the 

instructions they hear 

• They may have difficulties knowing how to talk and listen to 

others in a conversation 

• Improper use of words and their meanings 

• Inability to express ideas 

• Inappropriate use of grammar when talking or writing 

• Inability to follow directions 
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DEVELOPMENTAL COORDINATION 
DISORDER 

The term “dyspraxia” is
commonly used to cover an 

extensive range of co 
ordination disorders. 

Technically, developmental 
co ordination disorder 

(DCD) is the overarching 
description, with dyspraxia 
as one profile in this range 

of conditions. 

Immature drawing and 
copying skills 

Limited concentration and 
poor listening skills 

Literal use of language 
Inability to remember more 

than two or three 
instructions at once 

Slow completion of class 
work 

Tendency to become easily 
distressed and emotional 
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5 

'Five-a-day' principle: High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND 

Explicit 
instruction 

Cognitive and 
metacognitive 
strategies 

Scaffolding 

Flexible 
grouping 

Using 
technology 

• 

I 
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Whole School SEND 

https://www.wholeschoolsend.org.uk/resources/send-
development-pathways-school-workforce-guidance-
document-including-self-study SEND 

DEVELOPMENT 
PATHWAYS There are self study programmes that go into more 

detail than could be expected in one off CPD sessions 

There is also a reflective journal that Whole School 
SEND has produced in order to support line managers 
in monitoring progress 

https://www.wholeschoolsend.org.uk/resources/send-development-pathways-school-workforce-guidance-document-including-self-study
https://www.wholeschoolsend.org.uk/resources/send-development-pathways-school-workforce-guidance-document-including-self-study
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THANK YOU! 

• Ask me any questions…

• anne.davison@darlington.gov.uk 

mailto:anne.davison@darlington.gov.uk
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