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A, H006 Corridor

Will be transformed into a quality green
woodland gateway attractive to people,
investment and a greater variety of wildlife

Darlington Train
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By 2026 a substantial native tree and woodland belt along the A66 (T) will create a softer townscape edge,
ensuring that mammals, insects and woodland birds will be able to move easily between the established Geneva
Woods Local Nature Reserve and South Burdon Community Woodland, the biodiverse setting of the Darlington
Train and the many newer local greenspaces scattered along its route. Improved management of established
woodland along the corridor will encourage the natural regeneration of trees while the addition of woodland
ground flora will provide important habitats for classic brownfield species like the Burnet Companion Moth, Dingy
Skipper Butterfly and Common Blue Butterfly and an increasing invertebrate population. Between the woodland
and the A66, roadside hedgerows and verges will provide food and shelter for invertebrates and small mammals,
while carpets of wildflowers including the Ox Eye Daisy, Red Clover and Yellow Rattle will provide an attractive
gateway to the built area for residents and investors.

For people, a sustainable movement corridor will enable everyone to move safely off road throughout the eastern
urban fringe, between growing and established neighbourhoods, other green corridors and the National Cycle
Network. The new Darlington Arena complex will be a destination for sport; adult and junior rugby union will be
enjoyed within a quality wildlife rich setting, while maximising the space available at existing greenspaces,
including Geneva Woods Local Nature Reserve will significantly improve the opportunities available for recreation,
play and education in this part of the Borough.

Away from the urban environment, new woodland planting and improved grassland management along the
southern railway sidings and at field margins will provide important ecological corridors connecting otherwise
isolated habitats to the benefit of farmland birds including the Grey Partridge and Corn Bunting, as well as a
diverse range of insects, butterflies and small mammals including Dormice and hedgehogs. New wetlands along
these routes will mitigate the effects of climate change while also providing valuable habitats for a range of
amphibians and ground nesting birds.

What is there? What could be improved?
* Geneva Woods Local Nature Reserve is a strategic e Access to new wildlife friendly spaces, sustainable
biodiversity resource; movement corridors and sustainable drainage

* A network of green corridors, public rights of way systems would benefit the residents of new

and cyclepaths help connect the A66 to surrounding
neighbourhoods; * More use of public art, quality landscaping and tree
* Sustainable drainage at Morton Palms helps reduce planting at key locations along the A66 will provide
flood risk: unique gateways and a distinctive setting for new
development;

development and provide climate control;

* Darlington Train is a prominent piece of public art

set within a wetland environment. * Access to playing pitches particularly through the re-

location of Mowden Rugby Union Club at
Darlington Arena;

* More appropriate uses should be promoted in the
rural area that will stimulate the economy in an
environmentally friendly landscape.
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HI A66 Corridor

* Upgrade the public rights of way network between
Geneva Woods Local Nature Reserve and Stockton
Road to improve connectivity off road for people
and cyclists to the Eastern Urban Fringe, Darlington
Arena and local greenspaces;

* Incorporate native tree and hedgerow planting to
improve the quality of the landscape and provide an
attractive gateway to eastern Darlington and for the
new housing and businesses that develop there;

* Manage invasive species e.g. Docks, to improve
landscape character and quality while providing
more space for a range of species to establish and
grow;

* Provide space for neutral grasslands, wildflower
meadows containing Ox Eye Daisy, Birds Foot Trefoil,
Red Clover and Yellow Rattle and native hedgerows
to ensure that small mammals and classic
brownfield species like the Burnet Companion Moth,
Mother Shiptons Moth, Common Blue Butterfly and
Small Heath Butterfly will become more common
and can move easily between designated and other
green infrastructure;

* Incorporate an appropriate stand off distance
between new tree planting and the A66 (T) to
protect habitats for species (e.g. bats) and other
small mammals;

* Incorporate signs to aid orientation to other green
corridors, places of interest and new development.

Geneva Waods-Local Nature Reserve

H2 Darlington Arena

Provide five quality pitches for adults and juniors,
particularly for rugby union with appropriate
ancillary accommodation, to meet an identified
need and improve opportunities to participate in
sport in Darlington;

Incorporate native planting and hedgerows at the
boundaries so that many species e.g. bats and birds,
can move between town and country;

Provide sustainable drainage to reduce flood risk
and as valuable habitats for protected species
including the Great Crested Newt.

H3 Geneva Wood Llocal Nature Reserve

Create a community wildlife garden to maximise the
educational value of the space for local residents,
school groups and visitors;

Create a teachers park as educational resource for
schools and youth groups linked to different stages
of the national curriculum;

Provide for adventurous, natural play linked with
opportunities to explore the space and learn about
the ecological and heritage value of the area;

Provide and/or improve seating, picnic tables and
signage to encourage more people to sit and relax
and stay longer.




84 | Darlington’s Green Infrastructure Strategy 2013 - 2026



l. Bural Area

Will continue to be an extensive resource
where access, productivity, receation and
biodiversity sit omforthI\,l side by side
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Covering 80% of the Borough, this extensive area of green infrastructure is predominantly private Grade 1, 2 and 3
agricultural land with a Rights of Way Network throughout. Traditional food production will sit comfortably
alongside other initiatives that promote the sustainable use of land, particularly renewable energy, flood
management and green venues. A greater proportion of Darlington’s land will be involved in Entry Land or
Organic Level agri-environment schemes or will benefit from environmentally farming; new wildlife corridors,
improved watercourses and enhanced field margins with hedgerows and hedgerow trees will enhance connectivity
for wildlife and provide important feeding habitats for farmland birds including the Yellow Hammer, Skylark, Tree
Sparrow, Linnet and Meadow Pipit, invertebrates like Ground Beetles and Hoverflies and provide nectar sources for
bumblebees and butterflies. Notable improvements in landscape, water and soil quality will be seen as a result.

Improved public rights of way will mean that access for walkers, cyclists and horse riders to the wider rural area is
improved; people of all abilities will be able to enjoy many of Darlington’s hidden historic gems including
Sockburn Hall or Piercebridge Roman Fort. Subtle interpretation will promote greater understanding and
encourage people to visit the countryside more often. The strategically important Skerningham, South Burdon,
Merrybent and Broken Scar will continue to provide the base from which the local people and visitors can explore
Darlington’s urban fringe and wider countryside.

What is there? What could be improved?
* Many heritage assets e.g. Walworth (ornamental e Connectivity within the landscape through the
parkland), Great Burdon bombing shelter development of green corridors;
(Scheduled Monument), Bishopton (Conservation * The quality and connectivity of the rural rights of
Area); way network to spread the load of users more
* 300km of public rights of way; evenly;
* Rivers Tees, Skerne and Cocker Beck as well as many e Access and interpretation of the Borough'’s
becks; Scheduled Monuments and other heritage features
* 41% of the rural area is covered by an Entry Level where these adjoin public rights of way to generate
more use;

Environmental Stewardship scheme;

* The amount of land involved in Entry and Organic
Level Environmental Stewardship schemes as part of
promoting more biodiversity friendly cultivation;

e Skerningham, South Burdon and Merrybent
Community Woodland are important recreation and
biodiversity resources;

* A more co-ordinated approach to supporting the
farming sector, rural businesses and enterprises to
help them diversify and grow.

* The majority of the agricultural land is Grade 2 and
3, only a small part is below average quality Grade
4

* Over 50% of newly designated Local Wildlife Sites
are in the Rural Area.
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12 €nvironmental Friendly Farming

* Encourage farmers and landowners to use more
environmentally friendly farming methods;
alternatives to the use of fertilisers and other
chemically based pest controls will be promoted to
help improve soil and water quality within a viable
farming industry;

* Encourage more land to take part in Entry Level and
Organic Level agri environmental schemes to
improve the quality of field margins, hedgerows and
woodlands as a feeding habitat for farmland birds
including the Grey Partridge, invertebrates like
Ground Beetles and provide nectar sources for
bumblebees;

* Promote more biodiversity friendly, organic local
food production methods to improve landscape
character, enhance biodiversity and reintroduce the
living landscape into the urban/rural fringe;

* Restore traditional landscape features (wetlands,

ponds and scrapes and previously common arable
wildflower species like Field Scabious, Greater

I HQF]tOgQ Assets Knapweed and the now rare Corn Buttercup) to
improve landscape quality.

Ketton Bridge, Skerningham

* Negotiate greater permissive access year round or at
certain times to heritage features to encourage
greater use of the green infrastructure network
away from the built environment and to help
generate an income to help with ongoing
maintenance, particularly those ‘at risk’ like
Sockburn Hall;

* Provide low key signage and interpretation along
way marked paths to aid understanding and
enjoyment and ensure visitors do not disrupt the
landscape character or the asset itself;

* Enhance village greens and associated landscape
structures to promote local identity;

* |dentify and promote circular walks or trails along
public rights of way to help people reach heritage
features safely and easily.

www.darlington.gov.uk/planningpolicy | 89



90 | Darlington’s Green Infrastructure Strategy 2013 - 2026











