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Children in Care council groups

Cash for kids

On 17 December, we received £17,500 worth of gifts
from TFM Cash for Kids to support young people and
families over the Christmas period. The donations we
Still Our Life 12-16 years — Once a month on a received were overwhelming and it took an army of
Thursday, 4-5pm at the YMCA. elves to set up ready for distribution.

Care Leavers Forum 16+ years - Once a month,
4-5pm at Pease House. Please contact
Faye.marsh@darlington.gov.uk for dates.

Our Life 5-12 years — Once a month on a Thursday,
4-5pm at the YMCA.

Girls” group

The aim of the sessions is to provide a safe space for
girls, aged 11-16, to meet and talk about any concerns in
a safe environment and do some crafts if they wish.

Please email Evie.burford@darlington.gov.uk for more
information.

Connection event

On 22 November, we delivered a connection event
to close the Safe Space project. The purpose of the
event was to showcase other services in Darlington
offering youth provision. The event saw 14 projects
including the Fire Service, YMCA, Dolphin centre and
Hippodrome showing what they offer to colleagues
from the looked after through care team, assessment

and safeguarding, fostering, the Rotary Club, and
councillors.

On 23 December, 80+ young people, care leavers,
foster carers and staff attended a private pantomime
at Sedgefield Parish hall. It was a great event with
some dancing skills on show at the end.




Care leavers video for bus

Free hair cuts for care leavers

As part of the care leavers
session on the 16 December,
Brotherhood barbers (next
door to Pease House) kindly
offered free hair cuts to

care leavers and did so for
the duration of the session.
Numerous care leavers

passes

Darlington has joined forces with the other Tees Valley
Local Authorities in a bid to see care leavers get free
bus travel. Several care leavers supported Cllr Wallis
with a video to showcase the need and benefit for
having free bus passes. This alongside similar ideas
from the neighbouring LAs has been seen in local
press and sent to the Tees Valley Mayor Ben Houchen. ) ) ) .
The video was shared on the council’s Facebook page benefited from the kind offer and left looking a million

and received 2,509 views, 9 likes/loves 22 comments bUCk_S' Photos posjced on the courwcil’s ;ocial media
o6 B &hElEs. received 32,390 views, 186 reactions (likes/loves) 22

comments and 14 shares!

Youth Focused corporate
parenting panel

A professional and young person Christmas craft
session was held in the One Stop Shop for the
corporate parenting panel. The aim was to offer
corporate parents the opportunity to spend time with
young people outside the boardroom in a more youth
friendly setting. Going forward, we are planning to
hold more of these sessions throughout the year.

e g

Care leavers tree planting

On 28 October, 4 care leavers in support of the
Positiviree Campaign and the start of Care Leavers
Week, planted several fruit trees at Riverside (part

of South Park). The care leavers were also joined by
the deputy mayor, service manager for LATC and the
manager of the leaving care team. Photos posted on
the council’s social media received 7,300 views, 40
reactions (likes/loves) 2 comments and 1 share.




Unity tree

During December, we held several craft sessions

to create festive decorations to decorate our Unity
Tree. We had various groups of young people coming
together with their carers and families to enjoy some
hot chocolates, meet new people and enjoy some
festivities. The One Stop Shop was transformed into a
Christmas workshop and the Unity Tree was displayed
in the shop window so young people should see their
creations when they were in town.

Young person Interview panel

Young people have continued to support with
interviews, the current ones have been for the fostering
and residential service.

Lego group

The Lego group
has completed their
6,000+ piece build.

Well done! All your hard
work has paid off.

It looks absolutely

amazing! =y o U Y
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Live cards

For live card queries, please email
livecard@darlington.gov.uk

For information on anything above or in relation to
youth participation please contact
Jamie.wassell@darlington.gov.uk or
evie.burford@darlington.gov.uk

Member of Youth Parliament

Darlington’s Member of Youth Parliament and The
Youth Cabinet have been meeting with several
decision makers about changes that can be made to
our local area. They have meet with Northern Rail and
our housing team to act as a voice for other young
people in Darlington. The group have various other
meetings planned for the coming months as well as
working on projects based on their recent Health and
Wellbeing survey. Our MYP Stephen Adenuga is also
prepping for the annual House of Commons sitting in
February and is hoping to be a speaker for the North
East in the session.

Generous donation from
Darlington Lions club

The Darlington Lions club kindly donated £250.00
towards a care leavers Christmas activity. The session
was held on 16 December in the One Stop Shop and
offered care leavers a nice space to chill, enjoy some
music, a little food and the opportunity for a little
pampering. Young people left with a brand-new set
of nails and tinsel in their hair ready to celebrate the
festive season.
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