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Record of Delegated Executive Decisions by Officers 

 
 

1. Subject of Decision 
 
Designation of Low Coniscliffe Parish as a Neighbourhood Area for the Purpose of 
Neighbourhood Planning – as detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
 
 

2. Name and Title of Decision Maker 
 
Ian Williams Director of Economic Growth 
 
 
 

3. Cabinet Member(s) consulted (and other consultees, if any) 
 
Cllr McEwan, Economy and Regeneration Portfolio 
 
 
 

4. Details of any Conflict of Interest and any Dispensation granted in respect of 
such interest 
 
 
 

5. Executive Summary 
 
In designating Low Coniscliffe Parish as a Neighbourhood Area for the purpose of 
neighbourhood planning, the authority is using the powers of designation set out in 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as amended by the Localism Act 2011. 
Designating the area will enable the Parish to undertake neighbourhood planning 
activity, culminating in a Neighbourhood Plan which, when made by the Authority, 
will become part of the Borough’s statutory development plan. The authority will be 
required to provide appropriate support to the Parish Council. 
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6. Alternative options considered 
 
The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended by the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) and Development Management Procedure 
(Amendment) Regulations 2016) specify what a local authority must do on receipt 
of a valid application to designate a Parish Boundary as a neighbourhood area for 
the purposes of neighbourhood planning.   
 
The local authority has established that the application is valid, having been 
proposed by a qualifying body for neighbourhood planning (the Parish Council) 
and including the required statement and plan of the proposed neighbourhood 
area. The proposed area does not overlap any other designated or proposed 
neighbourhood areas.  
 
Previously Regulation 2(6) required that prior to making a designation, the local 
planning authority should undertake a consultation on the designation and should 
also carry out other publicity to bring the area application to the attention of people 
living, working and carrying out business in the area in the area prior to making a 
decision on whether to allocate all or part of the area.  
 
However, following the Neighbourhood Planning (General) and Development 
Management Procedure (Amendment) Regulations 2016 coming into force on 1 
October 2016, the requirement to publicise and invite representations on 
applications for designation which consist of the full Parish area no longer applies. 
 
Therefore, the Council must move directly to determining the application with 
regard to: 
 
(a) the desirability of designating the whole of the area of a parish council as a 
neighbourhood area, and 
(b) the desirability of maintaining the existing boundaries of areas already 
designated as neighbourhood areas. 
 
Should the authority refuse the application because it considers that the specified 
area is not an appropriate area to be designated as a neighbourhood area, the 
authority must exercise their power of designation so as to secure that some or all 
of the specified area forms part of one or more areas designated (or to be 
designated) as neighbourhood areas. However this modification may be made 
only with the Parish Council’s consent. 
 

 
7. Decision(s) 

 
To designate Low Coniscliffe Parish as a Neighbourhood Area for the Purpose of 
Neighbourhood Planning. 
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8. Reasons for the Decision(s) 

 
The Parish boundary is historic and was not developed with Neighbourhood 
Planning in mind; however, the legislation and regulations encourage and seek to 
expedite neighbourhood planning in Parish areas. The proposed area is relatively 
small in comparison to neighbourhood areas elsewhere, however the Parish 
Council has not sought to designate a larger area in collaboration with 
neighbouring parishes. As there are no significant anomalies in the boundary, or 
cross boundary sites with particular known planning issues, it is considered 
reasonable to designate the whole of the area of the parish council as a 
neighbourhood area for the purposes of neighbourhood planning.   
 

9. Key Decision? 
 
No 

(If item is a Key Decision, please contact Democratic Services on ext 5803, to 
include item in the Forward Plan) 
 

10. Date of Decision 
 
26 May 2017 
 
 

11. Date of Publication 
 
2 June 2017 
 
 

12. Implementation Date 
 
2 June 2017 
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