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Governors Information 
School Census  

It is a government requirement that young carers be recorded on the spring 
(January) school census. 

Since January 2023, schools have been required to record if a pupil is a young carer 
in this census. This data is collected to help the government understand the 
prevalence of young carers. All schools (except nursery) must send this information. 

The recording and handling of this information is at the school’s discretion. Parental 
or pupil consent is not required to the provision of information for the purposes of the 
census, but the wishes and feelings of both young people and their parents should 
be respected. 

The following coding should be used: 

• N – not declared 
• P – Identified as a young carer by parent or guardian 
• S – Identified as a young carer by school, including pupil self declaration 

Recording young carers on school information system 

Recording young carers accurately is crucial for understanding their needs and 
ensuring they receive the support to which they are entitled. To record young carers 
at school, schools should identify and log them in their pupil information system. This 
is where the young carer census data will be gathered from. 

It is important for young carers to be identified and registered at the earliest 
opportunity so that appropriate support can be put in place and that staff involved 
with the young carer are aware of the impact of the caring role, making allowances 
where required. A national statistic reports that there are one, probably two young 
carers in every class. 

OFSTED 

• New Ofsted inspection framework is launching which references specifically to 
young carers throughout. This is for primary, secondary school and FE. 
  

• Even if a school/FE setting wants to achieve ‘standard’ a school/setting needs 
to evidence what they are doing to identify and support young carers.  
 

• D of E are looking to introduce a prompt to school census return for 2026 
where no young  

• have been entered as a warning “no YC have been identified is this correct”. 
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How school governors can help 

School governors play a crucial role in supporting young carers by championing a 
whole-school approach to their identification and support. 

• Promote the need for a proactive, whole-school approach to identifying and 
supporting pupils with caring responsibilities.  
 

• Ensure a designated member of the governing body and a senior member of 
staff are responsible for leading and implementing the school's young carer 
provision.  
 

• Make sure the school has a clear, up-to-date policy for young carers, ideally 
created with their input, which sets out available support.  
 

• Schedule regular agenda items to discuss young carer support and ask for 
updates on key metrics such as attendance and attainment.  
 

• Confirm that all school staff, from office staff to teachers, are trained to identify 
young carers and know how to refer them for support.  
 

• Ensure young carers' needs are reflected in the school improvement plan and 
that resources, such as Pupil Premium funding, are used effectively to support 
them.  
 

• We deliver the charter so are able to support schools to achieve The Young 
Carers Charter Accreditation. 
 
 

If you would like any further information, please contact Young 
Carers Darlington: 

 01325 794 888 
         youngcarersdarlington@family-action.org.uk 

     http://www.family-action.org.uk/services/young-carers-darlington 

Young Carers Darlington 
St Theresa’s Hospice 

Wellbeing Hub 
91 Woodland Rd 

Darlington 
DL3 7UA 
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