Darlington Youth Participation

DARLINGTON

Borough Council

Children in Care council groups

Care Leavers Forum 16+ years - Once a month,
4 - 5pm at Pease House. Please contact
Faye.marsh@darlington.gov.uk for dates.

Still Our Life 12 - 16 years — Once a month on a
Thursday, 4-5pm at the YMCA.

Our Life 5 - 12 years — Once a month on a Tuesday,
4 - 5pm at the YMCA.

Darlington Youth Partnership

The Council is working alongside Youth Focus North
East and local youth provision, to create a new
Darlington Youth Partnership. Over the past couple
of months, we have been bringing together school
councils from Darlington secondary schools, to
discuss the Council’s key priorities - health, family,
education, opportunities, Darlington as a place to
live and local accessible youth provision with young
people. The schools are very keen to restart all school
council meetings, so were very happy to

get involved when approached.
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Online donations via a QR code

To bring our fundraising efforts into the 21st century
we have been working with the operations team

to create an online donations page, which will be
accessed via a QR code. We have been asked during
previous fundraising events if there is an opportunity to
donate online, hopefully in the coming weeks this will
be up and running intime for our walking challenge,
celebrating the S&DR200 festival and the 200th
anniversary of the birth of the passenger railway .

Charter Mark

Following consultation, young people have selected
the design below as their Charter Mark. Going forward
this mark will be used on any documents supported
by young people, to show that their

voice, opinions and ideas have gﬁ'ﬁw” N
been listened to. Please contact ‘-.,‘-5
Jamie or Evie if your documents -+I .ﬂ
have had the input of young people ,"\\ i.."*;
and require the mark. “.1.- mg‘:"‘"




S&DR All Change event

On Saturday 29 March, 34 foster carers and young
people were invited to attend All Change on behalf
of the S&DR200 festival. The All Change event was
in celebration of 200th anniversary of the birth of the
passenger railway here in Darlington.

Professional practice when a

young person comes into care

As a council, we strive to put the voices of the young
people at the heart of any decisions made about
the services they receive, this is no difference when
it comes to the professional practice of staff within
children’s services. Over a couple of weeks, we
spoke to young people about what they expected
from those who would be supporting them when
they came into care. The points included wanting
professionals to listen, to be an advocate, get to know
the young person, read young person’s history and
to communicate. The voice of the young people is
central to improving our work.

Member of Youth Parliament

(MYP)

Our MYP, Stephen Adenuga, visited the House of
Commons for the annual sitting to decide the key
focus for the MYPs over the next year. Stephen asked
young people on his Instagram which of the five
topics they would like to be voted as the focus for
the MYPs and the majority voted for ‘period dignity’.
Stephen was fortunate enough to be chosen by

the Deputy Madame Speaker to talk on this topic

on behalf of Darlington. ‘Period dignity” along with
‘Votes at 16" were voted as the two main focus areas
for the MYPs and our Youth Cabinet this coming

year. The Youth Cabinet is now working on how we
can promote period dignity across Darlington whilst
working on other areas such as Schools of Sanctuary,
poverty and transport.
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Interviews Live cards

The young people have continued to support
with interviews, they most recently helped to to
recruit social workers and service manager for the
Assessment and Safeguarding team.

For live card queries, please email
livecard@darlington.gov.uk

For information on anything above or in relation to youth participation please contact

Jamie.wassell@darlington.gov.uk or evie.burford@darlington.gov.uk
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